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Today’s Agenda

• Why get involved in the Great Canadian Giving Challenge? 
• Some great campaigns
• 5 tips to make the most of the Giving Challenge: 

1. Email 
2. Social media
3. Website, blog, etc. 
4. Matching funds
5. Support from local media

• Planning checklist
• Q&A 
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What is the Great Canadian Giving Challenge?

• An exciting month-long contest that gives registered Canadian charities the chance
to win a $10,000 donation! 

• Kicks off on June 1st, 2019

• Charities are automatically given 1 entry for every $1 they receive in June via 
CanadaHelps.org or GivingChallenge.ca. 

$1 = 1 chance to win

• On July 1st, one randomly winning ballot is selected, resulting in a $10,000 donation
(from GIV3) to the charity.
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Why get involved? 
It’s proven to inspire giving!  
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Some of the winners …
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Winning $10,000 would be great, but the win for all 
charities is to inspire supporters

The Great Canadian Giving Challenge provides the opportunity 
for donors to imagine the possibilities of what their donation can 
accomplish.”

- Lindsay Pomper, Victoria Sexual Assault Centre

A $10,000 win would be amazing and provide 5,000 dozen eggs 
but regardless we all win thanks to every June online donation 
through the Giving Challenge! ”

-Marjorie Bencz, Edmonton’s Food Bank

The top reason organizations participate 
is to engage existing and new donors.

– GivingChallenge charity survey

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/victoria-sexual-assault-centre-society/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/edmontons-food-bank/
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Great campaigns: clear and simple goal
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Great campaigns: use multiple channels 
– email, website, social media, video, open house
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Great campaigns: not shy to reach out to supporters
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Great campaigns: have some fun!
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Poll:

Engage supporters 
using email
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Engage with supporters via email! 

Email is highly effective. Plan to send a 
few to your supporters:

• Let them know there’s something big 
coming on June 1st 

• (Make it part of your usual messaging)

• Send a launch email. Let your 
supporters know how their donations 
will help and that they can help you win

• Tell supporters what you could do with 
$10,000

• Keep them up to date throughout June 
and send a final push

Create a custom email on 
GivingChallenge.ca
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Give your email a clear call to action
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Poll:

Engage supporters on 
social media



#GivingChallengeCA
June 2019

#GivingChallengeCA

Use the hashtag #GivingChallengeCA

Post reminders daily!

Use images and video to engage. 

Share what your charity could do with 
$10,000. 

Early momentum is key, but plan mid-
campaign reminders and end of 
campaign “last minute” calls to action

Get social with your supporters!
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Strong images get engagement
• Kids and babies
• Puppies and other animals
• Happy people
• DO NOT just share your logo

Include a call to action

Tell your impact story

Link to a donation page

Ask for shares

Social media tips
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Always link directly to your donation page

GivingChallenge.ca

CanadaHelps.org

http://givingchallenge.ca/assets.php#webinar
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Use the free buttons, badges and social media images!
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Use the free buttons, badges and social media images!
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Video is a great way to engage people 
with your message

• Can be used on your web site and 
social media

• Easily shareable
• Social posts with video tend to get 

higher engagement rates
• Posting videos natively on 

Facebook and Twitter performs 
better than linking to YouTube

Short videos get engagement
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Poll:

Adapt your website, 
blog etc.
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Use your website, blog etc…

Have a dedicated place to send 
supporters who click

• Simple layout

• Clear call to action

• Easy to donate

You can also get a ready-to-use 
donation page for your charity at 
givingchallenge.ca

http://givingchallenge.ca/for-charities.php#webinar
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More websites 



#GivingChallengeCA
June 2019

#GivingChallengeCA

Poll:

Multiply your impact 
with matching funds
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Multiply your impact with a matching partner! 
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More matching offers
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Poll:

Ask for support from  
local media
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Engage with local media! 

The Great Canadian Giving Challenge 
is a unique story you can use to get 
some local media attention.

• Give your story a local hook – your 
supporters can help in their 
community and be part of a national 
event

• Let your community know what you 
would do with the prize money
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More local media
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Follow up and say thanks!



#GivingChallengeCA
June 2019

#GivingChallengeCA

Poll:

What to do next?
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GivingChallenge checklist

✓ Donation page and links

✓ Launch email ready

✓ Create social media posts and images, website integration

✓ Contact local media
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