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Land Acknowledgment

Our team at CanadaHelps is grateful to have the opportunity to meet and work 
on many Indigenous homelands across this land we share, Canada.

As settlers on these lands, it is important to acknowledge that our Vancouver 
offices are located on the unceded territory of the Coast Salish People, the 
Montreal offices are located on Kanien’kehà:ka (Mohawk) territory, and the land 
on which we operate in Toronto is the traditional territory of the Wendat, the 
Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, and the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation.

We want to express our respect for the territories we reside in and honour the 
diverse Indigenous People who have lived and worked on this land historically and 
presently. We, the staff and leadership at CanadaHelps, are committed to being 
active participants in reconciliation. We are committed to continuing to amplify 
Indigenous voices, and learning how our work affects Indigenous People.



Vision:
We envision a society in which all Canadians 
are committed to giving and participating in 
the charitable sector, and in which all 
charities, regardless of size, have the capacity 
to increase their impact.

Mission:
To inform, inspire, and connect donors and 
charities, and to democratize access to 
effective technology and education in the 
charitable sector.

For charities, CanadaHelps builds effective and affordable fundraising technology, and provides 
free training and education so that all charities, regardless of size, have the capacity to increase 

their impact and succeed in the digital age. 

For Canadians, www.CanadaHelps.org is a convenient, safe and trusted, one stop destination for 
donating to (once, monthly, or gifts of securities), fundraising for, or learning about any charity in 

Canada. 

TRUSTED SINCE 
2000

$1.6 BILLION 
RAISED

2.6 MILLION 
DONORS

24,000 CHARITY 
PARTNERS



Agenda

1. What is the Great Canadian Giving Challenge?

2. How does the contest work?

3. Why should my charity participate?

4. 5 tips for campaign success!

5. Tool demo and best practices.

6. Q&A



QUESTION: 
Has your charity previously 

participated in the Great Canadian 
Giving Challenge?



What is the Great Canadian Giving Challenge?

• The Great Canadian Giving Challenge is a 
national contest hosted by CanadaHelps 
which gives your charity the chance to 
WIN $20,000!

• From June 1st - June 30th, every $1 
enters your charity for a chance to WIN! 
$1 = 1 chance to WIN!

• The more you raise, the more chances 
your charity has to WIN!

• On July 1st, one randomly selected ballot 
WINS the $20,000 prize!



How does the contest work?

• All donations via Custom Donation 
Forms, Peer-to-Peer Fundraising, 
Ticketed Events give your charity a 
chance to WIN!

• As a registered Canadian charity, you're 
already eligible! No need to register.

• NOW is the perfect time to start planning 
your campaign to launch on June 1st.



Why should your charity participate?

• The Great Canadian Giving 
Challenge is a great opportunity to 
ENGAGE your donors during the 
slow summer months.

• The opportunity to engage donors is 
one of the key reasons why charities 
choose to participate.

• Plus, you have the chance to WIN 
$20,000 for your charity!











The 2020 Great Canadian Giving 
Challenge Winner...

“Sistering is thrilled to be the recipient of this prize. Not only will it allow us to continue to support 
our participants during this incredibly challenging time, CanadaHelps allows us a national platform 

to connect with our supporters and increase the impact we have in our community. Thank you!” 
— Donna Wawzonek, Fund Development Coordinator at Sistering-A Woman’s Place



Charities LOVE the 
Great Canadian Giving Challenge!

“PAL-Reading Services has participated in 
the Great Canadian Giving Challenge every 
year since 2015 for a few reasons; first and 
foremost, CanadaHelps makes participating 
incredibly simple and straight-forward, and 
the flexibility of the event means that we 
can put our own “stamp,” as it were, on all of 
our communications about the event. Our 
donors see it as a PAL-Reading fundraising 
event facilitated by CanadaHelps, rather 
than a CanadaHelps event in which we 
participate.”

— PAL-Reading Services

“The Great Canadian Giving Challenge 
provides an opportunity to remind 
Canadians that the work non-profit 
organizations are doing in their community 
doesn’t only happen during the holiday 
season. It is a chance to highlight the impact 
you are making all through the year and the 
importance of your mission. Even with a 
small team, you can strategically utilize the 
Challenge to create messages and activities 
that will build awareness, and ultimately 
support, of your work.” 

— Phoenix Youth Programs



5 Tips for Campaign Success



1. Craft Your Message

• Share the contest with your 
supporters. Let them know that 
every $1 gives your charity a 
chance to WIN $20,000!

• Share with donors the challenges 
you are facing to explain your need.

• Inspire your donors by sharing 
what you could do with $20,000 

• Consider setting a goal to give your 
supporters a mission.



2. Email

• Plan 2 - 3 emails throughout the 
month of June.

• Create a clear call to action.

• Clearly communicate your key 
messages in each email campaign.





3. Social Media

• Use the hashtag 
#GivingChallengeCA

• Tag @CanadaHelps on Twitter and 
Instagram

• Create your own social media 
posts OR use our social graphics.

• Post frequently on social 
throughout the month to 
communicate with donors.





4. Matching

• If you can secure a match, add this to your campaign!



Easily Create Your Online 
Custom Campaign

Again almost all donations through 
CanadaHelps will qualify for the prize, so there 
are several ways to set up your campaign!

1. Customize a Donation Form

2. Create a Virtual Peer-to-Peer Fundraiser

3. Create a Virtual Event 

4. Create a CanadaHelps Profile Campaign



Your Campaign



Custom Donation Forms



GCGC Custom Donation Forms

Added GCGC 
Copy

Added GCGC
Logo



Add a thermometer or donation tally.

Customize to match your branding colours

Add suggested dollar amounts.

Give your supporter the option 
to dedicate their gift.

Add impact statements

Custom Donation Forms



Custom Donation Forms



Custom Donation Forms



Peer-to-Peer Fundraiser



Virtual Fundraising Event



CanadaHelps Profile Campaign



5. Make sure it’s EASY to give on your website!

• Reduce the number of clicks it 
takes to donate.

• Embed your campaign directly on 
your website.

• Add GCGC Copy

• Customize your campaign from 
end-to-end



Next Steps...

• Save the date for our next Great Canadian Giving Challenge webinar 
on May 20th!

• Get started on your campaign! Begin drafting your key messages, 
emails, social posts, etc.

• Stay tuned to your inbox for more tools and resources to support your 
campaign this June.



Tamara Rahmani
Western Canada Lead, Charity Engagement 
tamarar@canadahelps.org

Click here to subscribe to our charity emails for the latest news about our fundraising tools and tips!

What’s coming next?What’s coming next…?Questions or Comments? Get in touch!

@CharityLifeCa

linkedin.com/company/canadahelps

facebook.com/CanadaHelpsForCharities

Technical Support
info@canadahelps.org

Charity Engagement Team
charities@canadahelps.org

https://us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=4878e9869e706a3096a65eda4&id=217d30effd&utm_source=email&utm_medium=signature&utm_campaign=email-subscribe


Thank you!


